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Notes from the President

 May 13, 2011 
Take an Alaska Bear Hunt – Pay Later

OK, here is a first I believe.  The inspection trip to The Bear Specialist is coming up in two weeks or so and we would love to get someone on that trip.  If you could make your way to Alaska on May 27, all you need to pay for is your flight, your float plane ride and your bear tag.  We’ll cover the $1,000 for you and you can pay it back from commission checks over the next few months.  If you can make this trip happen, shoot us an email this weekend and we can get the ball rolling.
Catalog Update
For the first time ever, OC has sold out of the current issue of the Sporting Adventures catalog.  That’s right; we have shipped out all 2011 catalogs that were printed back in January!  We are looking at a reprint on the catalogs to get us through the rest of the year and would like to get a count of how many more catalogs each agent thinks they might need.  If we can get the order to 4,000, the price per piece will stay at $1.75 each.  If you will need more catalogs, please email Tracey and let her know the number.  We hope to place our order by the end of next week.
Quebec Caribou Update

From Alain at Leaf River:

Leaf River Herd - yes we will be hunting in 2011.  There will be quotas on the number of tags issue which is new for us the quotas are based on the number of licenses we sold in 2009 less 25 % so in 2009 we had 247 licenses sold so that put me in title for approx 190 tags for 2011.  See what they did they divided the top part of Northern Quebec into two Zones right on the 67 parallel so everything west of that will be consider part of the leaf river herd and east will be the George river herd with a diminution of 50 % the number of tags also base on the 2009. Plus, there will be no hunting in 2012 unless they come up with another report that the caribou population is increasing.
 
For the Leaf River herd we will have to wait until next spring (July) after the survey they are planning on doing to find out on how many tags will be issued for 2012 , but my humble opinion his that they are about to find out that some animals of the George River herd move with the Leaf river herd according to what we have seen last year up at the Leaf River.
If any further news are coming in I will be in touch - thank you very much.  Alain
So, what can we take from all of this talk over the past few months regarding caribou hunting in Quebec?  We can be sure of one thing, the number of caribou has declined and the hunting opportunity for caribou is going to change.  The George River herd was once a dominant resource and that resource is hurting.  What is the cause – I don’t think they really have a grasp on the cause yet and may not for some time.  

A press release issued late on Friday afternoon, March 18, outlined the steps being taken to protect the declining George River herd. In addition to several technical changes in northern hunting Zones 23 and 24 (for a map, click here ) where most caribou hunting occurs, these measures include:
a reduction in the number of caribou tags available to outfitters hunting the Leaf River herd
a future closure of some hunting areas which will affect outfitters operating out of Lac Pau, Caniapiscau and Schefferville

a shortened hunting season

possible further changes after a population survey is completed in July 2011

How does this affect OC at the present time?  Our thoughts are simple at this point, hunts for 2011 seem to be fine and we will honor our booking relationships with our current outfitters, most notably Safari Nordik and Leaf River Outfitters.  As for hunts beyond 2011, we will inquire with our outfitters on any booking request for 2012 and beyond but, would require them to agree to an escrow agent with us for holding of any deposits until such time as the 2012 season, etc. is established and we have 100% confidence that hunts will take place. 

Trade Show Opps

Arkansas:
Trade Show opportunity in Conway, AR - Arkansas Outdoors Expo - Aug 20-21, 2011.  A 10x12 booth space for only $275 and will include WI-FI internet, 1 dual outlet hook up for electricity, folding table, 2 chairs and booth card with company name.
Georgia:

Trade Show opportunity in Atlanta, GA - Epic Outdoor Game Fair - Sept 23-25, 2011.  A 10x10 booth space without floor covering - $850 and with floor covering is $1050. If you are interested in either show, please contact the corporate office.

Reports and Openings
From Pennington Creek: 
We have decided to give all of our return clients a 10% break on any future hunts booked.  Please provide this information to your agents for us.  This discount applies to any full price hunt paid for by a returning customer.  The only hunt this will not apply this to is on our DMAP doe hunts.  

Thank you,

Pennington Creek Hunting Club

------------
From Habitat Flats:

I hope this note finds you well and if you have been able to get out in the Spring turkey woods the old toms have been acting right!  There are a couple of new Blogs ( http://www.habitatflats.com/blog/ ) with pictures of the projects we have been working on.  We have developed a couple new farms and are getting our corn in the ground!  
 The breeding habitat reports across the Dakotas and Prairie Canada are looking excellent.  It should be another incredible Fall!!!!  If you are still tossing around the idea of a trip this Fall, we have a few dates still available at different times of the season depending on what you would like to target.  I would recommend looking into them sooner as opposed to later when they will be full!  Come see thousands of pintails, teal, gadwalls, wigeons, woodducks, ringnecks, shovelers, etc and some early migrating mallards in the early season....my group shot nine different species on opening day last year!  The middle of the season is a great time in that there are thousands of ducks of all species and the varieties of different habitats you can hunt them in excellent; managed moist soil marshes, timber, standing flooded corn, oxbow sloughs.  If you like mallards and lots of them, you owe yourself a trip to see us later in the season as the numbers are staggering!!!   
 The work that we put in when it is not hunting season is what sets us apart and allows us to show you an incredible time in the fall.   There is no substitute for hard work, 'sweat equity' goes a long ways!!!!  If you would like to look at some available dates, please shoot me an email (tony@habitatflats.com ) and I would be happy to review them with you!    Come "Experience the Ultimate Sportsman's Destination", come experience Habitat Flats!

Tony Vandemore 
Habitat Flats 
www.habitatflats.com   
"Experience the Ultimate Sportsman's Destination"
From Monte’s Guiding:

Fall seems a long way off, but it'll be here before we know it!  It's time to start planning fall bird hunts.  We're seeing nice coveys of Huns and sharptails this spring.  We should have another banner year of bird hunting this fall.  Go to our website http://www.montesguiding.com for schedule, licensing information, and prices.  Give us a call to discuss your plans.  We're looking forward to showing you some exciting and enjoyable bird hunting this fall.
Monte & Mary Ellen Schnur
------------
From Sheep Creek Outfitters:

Hello OC,

Just to bring you up to speed on a couple of things that has happened in the last couple of weeks. I was leasing my hunting territory for the last 5 years and the owners have decided to sell it. I had first right of refusal but the price is much too high for me. There is a perspective buyer but nothing has been finalized as of yet.  In the last 5 years I have made relationships with neighboring outfitters who do not run hounds on Black Bear, Grizzly and all 3 cats and have agreed to let me take clients in their areas. Hound hunting is my first passion and will continue to sell limited hunts. I am going to be rebuilding my website to reflect this. My family owns an electrical company and Dad has decided it is time to retire, and it is the business I grew up in and I will be taking it over. Outfitting is a great life style but not a great way to make a living. I am going to try and blend the 2 business so I can get the best out of them both. I won't be able to run a full schedule guiding that is why I am just going to stick with the predator hunts for now. Outdoor Connection is my only booking agent and would like to keep a relationship with you. I do not know what the future holds but I still am keeping a couple of toes in the guiding business. If you have any questions call or email me anytime.
Joe Conroy
Sheep Creek Outfitters
------------

Trip report from Hilde Hunting Services - Eastern Turkey Hunt
Filed by Hal Graff (OC-IL):I just returned from my turkey hunt with Hilde Hunting Services, in Michigan.  It was a fun trip.  He is a professional, hard working, customer friendly outfitter who runs a good operation.  I harvested a nice 20 pound Eastern turkey.    The weather was cold and rainy. Despite this, I saw many birds and he did a nice job of calling them in towards the decoys.  We also did a walk and call hunt, which is how I harvested my bird.  I will go back here and hunt again, and recommend this outfitter. 
Best,
Hal

Thanks for sharing your report Hal.

Don’t look now but, summer is upon us (although it doesn’t feel like it today).  Hope you are taking time to review the list of open inspection trips and figuring out which one or two you can hop on.  We literally still have spots on all of them and we need OC agents to step up and do their part so that we can inspect these new destinations.    
In the Outdoors,
Marc Glades
