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Notes from the President

 May 5th, 2010

FOY and ROY

Be sure to watch your inboxes on Friday as we will be announcing the 2009 Franchise and Rookie of the Year award winners.  We will also announce the years of service awards and the Non Typical Club for 2009.

Military Service
Just a quick reminder that we would like to compile a list of our franchise owners who have military experience under their belt so that we know exactly how many of our franchise owners have served in any of the branches of the military.  Please let us know if you have a military service background and if so which branch and what were your years of service.   Outdoor Connection has been named a Military Friendly Franchise for 2010 by G.I. Jobs magazine.  The honor comes to us for having a veteran friendly system with veterans currently as franchise owners. 
Destinations of the Month

Any booking made during the month of May to the Destinations of the Month will receive an additional $100 of commission for the booking.  This month’s hunting destination is Beaver Creek Ranch and this month’s fishing destination is Eagle Nest Resorts.
Top Sellers
The Franchise of the Month for April is Greg Ray (OC-OK).  Congrats to Greg for the great month and look for your OC hats to arrive soon.
Greg Ray (OK) - 1 mountain lion hunter to Sawtooth Outfitters, 6 elk hunters to Whispering Pines, 2 black bear hunters to Hidden Alaska, 2 elk hunters to Double G, 1 whitetail hunter to K&K, 2 moose hunters to Rugged Outfitting, and 2 mule deer hunters to Double G 

Bryan Wilmer (MN) - 2 elk hunters to Cross Mountain Ranch and 1 elk/mule deer hunter to Cross Mountain Ranch
Brian and Doris Maloney (IA) - 2 mountain goat hunters to Glacier Mountain Outfitters
John Morrow (NE) - 1 elk hunter to High Lonesome Ranch
Larry Boll (WI) - 2 elk hunters to Express UU Bar
Ron Diersen (KY) - 2 alligator hunters to Deep South, 5 fishermen to Mar Mac, 1 black bear hunter to Glacier Mountain and 2 turkey hunters to Deep South
 

Team Wisniewski (FL) - 10 pheasant hunters to Spring Creek and 1 moose hunter to Savage Encounters

Newsletter Sign Up Button 
There is a new button now active for OC web sites.  You have the option on your web site control panel to activate a Newsletter Sign Up button.  The button allows people to sign up for TRACKS and other e-mailings right on your web site.
NRA Show – Last Chance
If you are interested in working the NRA Annual Convention in Charlotte, North Carolina (May 14-16) you need to let us know this week.  Outdoor Connection has a double booth (10X20) and has been present in this show for over 10 years.  Ron Diersen (OC-KY) and Doug Canter (OC-KY) have both reserved a spot and at this point, we would like to offer the one remaining spot to work the OC booth at this show. 
 
Montana Wolf Issue
Mary Ellen Schnur, of Monte’s Guiding in Montana shared this information with me yesterday so I wanted to pass it along.

Before you go to the NRA show, Monte thought you might like to take a look at the wolf distribution map of Montana.  The recent AMERICAN HUNTER article has really alarmed some folks, and they think all of Montana is full of wolves.  Our main camp is located in central Montana, north of the Lebo Pack.  That pack is living on borrowed time, because of its proximity to livestock.  If wolves prey on livestock, the state is not bashful about eliminating the pack.
Also got the spring elk count map from our FWP district biologist today.  He counted about six hundred elk within three miles of our main camp on April 19.  Incidental to the elk flight, he counted 22 mule deer fawns and 100 adults.   This information is a good indicator that our area is not being disrupted by predation.
Hope this information is useful to you.

http://fwplis.mt.gov/content/getitem.aspx?is=42326  


Mary Ellen Schnur
Oil Spill

We are communicating with our gulf coast fishing outfitters regarding the recent oil spill which is projected to reach shore sometime over the next two days.  The place we send most people right now to that area is Calcasieu Charters.  I asked Eric for his perspective this week:

Hi Marc,

At this point, we are ok with no immediate threat.  In a wait and see mode to see what develops but believe that our area will be fairly safe as our estuary is fed from the Gulf by Calcasieu Pass and the Calcasieu Ship Channel…a small pass and ensuing 5 mile channel that could easily be blocked by oil booms regardless of the weather conditions.  We are hoping that this whole situation will be resolved soon.  Will keep you updated if the situation changes.

Thanks,

 

Capt. Erik Rue

Calcasieu Charter Service

If you have clients interested in other destinations along the gulf, be sure to let us know so that we can contact them to see how the spill is affecting their area.
OC Partners

Another new button is now present on the Agent’s Web site for OC franchise owners.  The button, OC Partners, now lets you access info regarding our working relationship with many different partners who have services they offer to OC franchise owners.  You can learn about the commission structure and how the partnership works and relates to you.

BC Tax Issue

Some of you have asked what we have heard regarding the new tax system in BC.  We asked Scott at Sugar Valley to give us some details from the source:
Tracey the tax thing is still up in the air.  They supposedly just voted on it yesterday but haven’t filled us in on the specifics and it takes place as of May 1st 2010.  The tax amount is 12% and will now be called HST but we are waiting to hear if we will be able to rebate any part of the tax.  Once we know how it is all going to work out we will be sending out an email to all our booking agents.  So we will keep you up to date as we find everything out.  It has been a real pain at this end but you know how governments are.
 
Thanks
Jodi Mackenzie

High Lonesome Ranch

Last year at the convention many of you met Sean Scully who was there to represent High Lonesome Ranch.  High Lonesome let us know this week that Sean is no longer employed by HLR and that he is strictly booking trips on his own now.  Although Sean does still book himself for HLR, we have always worked directly with Robin, Tim, or Scott at the ranch and will do that in the future as well.   Bottom line is that at this point, there is no reason to contact Sean for information or check dates at HLR.
Reports and Openings
Quick feedback from Mark Reinert (OC-ON) regarding a few questions that were asked about Bush Country Camps:
The drive in used to be long with terrible roads. You can drive car now for the most part. Equipment is in good repair and cabins all re done with several new ones. Fly ins are common and can be arranged. From North Bay, you will be fishing in 5 hours. They have great stats on moose as well.   LOTS of bears and pricing is really good. There are hot showers, great little hideaway.  Last September I boated 50 walleye one day before noon – granted lots of small ones but many ‘good’ keepers. Hope this helps Mark
------------
Message from Pro Guiding in Namibia:

We have one lion available in Northwest Namibia, 14 day hunt $50 000-00 incl.

We have elephants available in our Eastern Botswana area for $23000-00 incl. for a 10 day hunt.  Prices are net so please add commission you want to receive.

Best

John
------------

Be sure to read the new survey/report filed by Scott Beemer (OC-MI) from a client who just returned from a hunt with Desert Safaris.
------------
Message from David Pereda of Yavapai Outfitters:
The Arizona deer and sheep regulations are now online at http://www.azgfd.com .  With the record breaking moisture we have received this year, the antler growth will be off the charts this fall. If there was ever a year to try and draw an Arizona tag, this year is it! Please contact us for free assistance on applications. We can recommend the best units and hunts that Arizona has to offer and we will help you fill out and complete your applications. We are also currently offering a special service to all hunters who book an Arizona hunt with us this year. Your entire Arizona hunt will be professionally filmed and a DVD of your hunt complete with music, narration, and professional editing will be given to you to enjoy and relive your hunt with friends and family for many years to come. This filming service will be totally free of charge as an added thank you to all Arizona hunters who book with us this year. Best of luck in the upcoming draw and we hope to meet you in camp!

Best regards,

David R. Pereda
YAVAPAI OUTFITTERS LLC

------------
Message from Nebraska Trophy Birds n Bucks regarding the new OC Approved Destination logo that will be sent annually to destinations who are approved for that year by OC:

Wow, what can we say? This is totally unexpected, but we’re certainly proud to have achieved this honor. We feel that our relationship with Outdoor Connection has been nothing short of GREAT! All your agents have been very professional and very helpful in sending quality clients to our lodge. We appreciate all the efforts of Outdoor Connection and hope to continue working together in the future. Again, thank you so much!

 

Jim Kuhn & Scott Fink

Nebraska Trophy Bucks ‘N Birds LLC

www.1greathunt.com
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Tracey received a call this week from Jason at Fur and Feathers to let OC know that they have decided to pay 20% commission instead of 15%.  Love those calls!!

Another month is in the books here in 2010.  Wow, May already.  Seems to still be some optimism out there and we are starting to see some corporate money opening up again.  Thanks again for your hard work.
In the Outdoors,
Marc Glades
