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Notes from the President

 July 20, 2007
Convention 2007

Days until Wisconsin – 4
Hey, let’s go to Wisconsin!!

Here are a couple of last minute reminders I want to make sure you are all aware of before we meet next week. 

Corporate selling session – Thursday afternoon join Larry Boll (OC-WI) and Brian & Doris Maloney (OC-IA) in Salon F for a roundtable discussion on corporate sales.
Greg Ray has notified us that he has set it up for reps from both Darton and Leatherman to be at the franchise registration area on Thursday afternoon and then again after the meetings that evening to speak with OC franchise owners.  
Elements Spa of Blue Harbor Resort is offering 10% off any spa services to the OC group during our stay.  See the e-mail below and I will forward their menu of services in a second e-mail today.  
Dear Tracey, 
Attached is our menu of services along with a description and price listing. I am including our Scoops Spa (Kids Spa) Menu. I have made something for you to post if you'd like for your guests telling them they will receive 10% off all service. If anyone of your guests schedule spa services, if they could let us know they are with your group they will receive 10% discount on their services. If you have any questions, please let us know and it will be our pleasure to assist you. Our direct number is (920)45-79880. 
Thank You and Have a Great Day!!!
Robin at Elements
 

Here is another copy of the salmon tournament rules if you are participating:
Outdoor Connection Salmon Derby

Tournament Rules

Each outing (we have three) – Wed. morning, Wed evening, and Thur. morning will have a $100 per boat entry fee.  This fee is obviously divisible by the number of people on the boat so you will be looking at $25-$30 per person to join enter the tournament.  The captains will weigh the biggest fish from your boat and whoever catches the heaviest salmon will win.  There will be a Big Fish winner during each outing and then a Biggest Fish winner for the overall heaviest fish from the three outings.  

By doing it this way it does not matter how many of the three outings you are fishing, everyone has an equal chance each time out.  

Payout 

Big Fish 1st outing – 20% of the pot

Big Fish 2nd outing – 20% of the pot

Big Fish 3rd outing – 20% of the pot

Biggest Fish – 30% of the pot

The remaining 10% goes toward buying the plaques and the t-shirts.

*Please be sure that someone on your boat reports your weights to Tracey after the fishing session is over.  

Inspection Trips
If you are interested in a wild boar hunt in Florida next month please inform me.  I am working on the details right now for the inspection to Trophy Island Hunt.

 

½ Price Caribou Hunt
Vit Antonacci (OC-NC) notified us this week that he will not be able to take his caribou hunt to Camp Ekwo this year.  His hunt is set for September 12-18.  Vit has paid $2,800 towards the hunt and is going to lose his deposit unless someone goes on the hunt.  If you are interested in “filling in” for Vit please let us know.   You would be responsible for the balance of the hunt cost and a big thank you to Vit for paying half of your hunt!

Trade Show Opportunities
Bill Reier of the Great Rockies Sportshows e-mailed me the information this week on their shows for 2008.  If you are interested in working a show in Montana here’s your chance.
Greetings and welcome to the Great Rockies Sportshow 2008 - now entering its 8th season! We specialize in fishing, hunting, camping, boats, tourism and the great outdoors! If your customers are serious sportsmen and women, look no further than the Great Rockies Sportshow. Per capita, Montana has one of the highest concentrations of sportsmen and women in the country. From fishing, hunting, camping, boats, RV's, tourism, hiking or paddle sports, we're bringing it all together under one roof in each market for an entire weekend so you can sell your goods or services in a cost-efficient, convenient manner.
P.O. Box 1346
Bozeman, MT 59771-1346
406-580-3907 cell
406-585-3424 fax
bill@greatrockiesshow.com
http://www.greatrockiesshow.com
-------------
Hal Graff (OC-IL) is going to work the sportshow in Newport Beach, CA that I e-mailed about last week.  He is interested in another OC FO joining him to work it.  If you are interested please contact Hal.  Here is the web site for the show:

http://www.westcoasthunters.com/
Lodges, Captains and Outfitters
David Tenney (OC-AZ) just called and said he has reserved 3 spots at Heartland Lodge for a muzzleloader or gun hunt November 29-December 2, 2008.  The price is $2,900.  He wanted us to see if some other franchise owners can sell the spots as he can no longer make it and didn’t want to cancel the spots if someone else in OC is looking for those dates.  

------------

Common Thread (Illinois) has notified us that IDNR web site that they will sell off the remaining archery permits on a first come basis on 08/06/07 at 8:00 AM. They have 1,450 permits remaining. If you have any clients interested they have attractive dates still available. 

------------
Bob Hanson (OC-WY) sent the following message to me this week:

I would like to recommend that Outdoor Connection drop Johan Strydom Safaris from the rolls of lodges/outfitters that we represent. This is a consequence of action recently taken by Safari Club International, reported as follows on page 34 of the July issues of Safari Times:

 

"The SCI membership of Johan Strydom as been revoked as of May 19, 2007. Pursuant to the SCI Bylaws, the revocation applies to Johan Strydom personally, and to any company in which he is an officer, director or principal. Mr. Strydom and any such company are prohibited from having any contacts or dealings with SCI, SCI members or its chapters, or SCIF from the date on which the revocation took effect.

 

Mr. Strydom committed a violation of the SCI Hunters Code of Ethics and Bylaws in that he misrepresented hunts as fair chase and that he was untruthful with the Ethics Committee. Mr. Strydom was given a hearing on these matters. On May 19, 2007, the SCI Board agreed with the recommendation of the Ethics Committee and the Executive Committee and expelled Mr. Strydom from SCI."

 

In short, SCI was convinced, principally on the allegations of one hunter, that Johan was releasing small cats (Serval, Caracal and African Wild Cat) that had previously been taken by trapping and subsequently caged. In my case, I saw no evidence that this was the case, and it took me almost the full seven days to get all three cats. That said, SCI has made its decision, and I don't want to see the good name and reputation of Outdoor Connection tarnished by further representation of this outfitter. It personally pains me to have to make this recommendation, since I considered Johan a friend and went to bat for him in getting OC to represent him. In addition, I made a personal contribution to a fund that had been established for a surgery that his daughter needed. 

 

I am sure that Johan will continue to solicit U.S. clients and will have booths at the Dallas Safari Club and the FNAWS conventions. 

 

 

Please feel free to call or email me if you have any questions.

 

Regards,

 

Bob

Congrats
Outdoor Connection would like to congratulate Cheryl and Mark Reinert on the birth of their new daughter last night.  Here is a message from Mark:

Hello all…as of 11pm July 19, Madison Taylor Reinert, was born. She is 5 lbs., 11oz. and measured 17”…both she and Cheryl are doing very well…Cheryl surprised me last night at 6pm when I got a call after her massage that her water broke. Cheryl gave birth 26 days earlier than her due date!!!!



Next week on OCTV:  Idaho Black Bear Hunt – Continental Divide Outfitters
I’ll see you all soon – 

In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
