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Notes from the President

 April 6, 2007
AWESOME!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

What more can I say than – awesome!  In February I sent out a message in my Notes that we had just completed our best month ever in January with sales of $326,000+.  Well, that number looks pale in comparison to the month we just completed which finished at a figure of:

$427,730.00
That represents a 31% increase over our previous high.  Congratulations to all OC franchise owners for making last month our best ever.  In 1999 when I bought this company we did just over $600,000 in total sales for the year.  We are now over $1 million in sales after the first quarter of 2007! You can view the updated franchise standings on the agent’s site.
New Outfitter
I am usually pretty excited to introduce new outfitters and lodges to the OC system.  I have rarely been as excited as I am to bring this one on board.  Ever since the SCI show in Reno this year I have been in contact with Keaton Kelso and his brother Kirk about the possibilities of OC booking for Kirk at Pusch Ridge Outfitters (www.puschridgeoutfitters.com).  Most of you who have spent much time in this business or hunted out West (or are readers of any SCI or Boone and Crockett publication) have heard of Kirk and know of his outfitting business.  Kirk has placed numerous animals in the record books and is one of the most sought after and appreciated outfitters in the business.  In fact, in Reno this year at the SCI convention, Kirk was named the 2007 SCI North American Professional Hunter of the Year.  I spent awhile on the phone with Kirk yesterday and am proud to say that OC now has the opportunity to sell each and every hunt Kirk provides.  You can view his hunts on his web site.  First and foremost this gives us the opportunity to book the elk hunts he provides in New Mexico.  These are truly trophy class hunts for 350+ animals.  His ranch is 308,000 acres with a west boundary of the Arizona state line and a north boundary of the Arapahoe Reservation.  The hunting is very similar to Arizona in that there are not as many elk as other parts of New Mexico, but big bulls call this area home.  He still has six New Mexico elk hunts left for this year and I told him I hoped we could fill these as a start to a long term relationship.  There are two rifle hunts still open at $12,500 and four archery spots still open at $11,500.  

Kirk recently purchased the Rim Rock Ranch here in Kansas (about an hour south of the office) that is home to some great whitetail hunting.  The ranch put up a high fence area a few years ago, for the corporate group which owned it, which still has some deer left in it, but Kirk has now expanded and leased 12,000 acres surrounding the ranch as well and will be outfitting for whitetail there.  He is adamant we book Keaton’s whitetail hunts first but, once Keaton’s is full (like he is for 2007 except for 2 spots) we can book his Kansas whitetail hunts as well.  He still has one rifle, six muzzleloader and ten archery hunts for this fall.  These are lodge based hunts and the lodge on this ranch is first class.  You can see the web site for these hunts at (www.huntrimrockranch.com).  You will notice that they also do upland hunts there and have plans to offer turkey in the future.  
This is a great addition and all OC franchise owners should be proud to align themselves with and be able to sell for an outfitter of this caliber.  They will be paying 15% commission on all hunts valued at $5,000 or less and 10% on hunts valued at over $5,000 due to their lease fees.  I am driving down to meet Kirk next month and we are going to talk about an inspection hunt then.  
Asia
Bryan Martin – owner and outfitter of Canadian Mountain Outfitters has been hunting and guiding in Asia for a number of years now through other outfitting companies and has now begun offering hunts himself.  His hunts will be provided under the name Asian Mountain Outfitters and OC is now able to market these hunts.  I will follow the e-mail this NOTES comes attached to with a second e-mail containing all of the information on these hunts.  The main hunts are Marco Polo sheep and Ibex.  

Iceland
With a great deal of help from Larry Boll (OC-WI), OC is now able to book fishing trips to one of the top International fishing companies, Lax-A Angling Club.  Lax-A is located in Iceland where many of their world class fly fishing trips originate.  They offer many other destinations as well.  They are one of the most recognized fishing companies in Europe and we are happy to be working for them now in North America.  This destination should be a hot button for your fly fishing clients.  They will be paying 15% commission and Larry will be inspecting them on the West Ranga River in Iceland in July right before the convention.  This should make for a very fun presentation we can count on already.
Lodges, Captains and Outfitters

Bob Hanson (OC-WY) just returned from a turkey hunt with Rocky Woodford Outfitting in Texas.  Here were his thoughts:


Marc:

 

We represent a real gem in Rocky Woodford. I returned last night from hunting Rio Grande Turkey with him and Jerrie. I got my first bird on the afternoon of day one and my second bird on the morning of day two. Both were excellent toms with good weight, beards and spurs. After that I was a “house guest."

 

This is a first rate operation, with excellent home cooking and leased ranches that have high turkey populations. I plan to return next year with my wife.

 

A hunt report and photos will follow.

 

Tracey - Add my name to the list of agents that have hunted with Rocky when you next update the data base.

 

Regards,

 

Bob

------------
Canadian Mountain Outfitters forwarded the following message this week:

Dear Outdoor Connection:

 

I hope you are all doing well.  

 

The following is a breakdown of the hunts I still have open.  I'll be doing a big mailing next week, but if you have hunters interested in these hunts, I'd rather be booked sooner than later.  If hunters book 2008 hunts now, I'm also keeping mixed bag and single species hunts at 2007 prices. 

 

2007 Dates:          Hunt length:            Hunt Type:                                          Number of 2007 openings:

Aug. 22-29th         6 days                   Backpack Goat                                    3

Aug. 29-Sept 11    12 days                Backpack elk & goat                             1

Aug. 29-Sept 11    12 days                Backpack goat, caribou and/or moose    1

Aug. 29-Sept 11    12 days           Horseback moose & goat                      1

Sept 11-18th          6 days                  Horseback goat &/or caribou                  2

Oct 6-16th             8 days                   Horseback moose (goat option)              1 or 2

Oct 6-16th             8 days                   Backpack goat &/or caribou                   1

  

Best regards,

Bryan Martin

(250) 317-5525

www.canadianmtnoutfitters.com

That is all from here – just another week – ha!!

Have a great weekend and here’s looking forward to our first $500K month!  
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
