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Notes from the President

 March 12, 2007
AFRICA
If you have longed for a chance to hunt Africa, now is your chance.  The dates of the hunt will be May 1-7, 2007.  We need to get your airfare booked ASAP if you are interested in this hunt.  You will be joining Bruce Rowe (OC-WI) on the hunt which is with Two Waters Safaris and will be another inspection trip with them.  I have all of the details on the hunt now.  If you can make those dates and are prepared to spend around $6,000 (flight and hunt) then shoot me an e-mail. 
STILL NEEDED

Saskatchewan Inspection Trip

If you have a group of hunting buddies you would like to take on a hunt with you this spring let me know.  I have set the inspection trip to Mountain Creek Outfitters for the dates of May 21-26 or May 28 – June 2 on a spring black bear hunt.  If you have three clients book the trip at the rate of $2,500, your trip is free.  
2007 Convention News

Reservations for this year’s convention are due this week to ensure a room.  If you have not made your reservation yet, please do so with Tracey this week.  Also, boat reservations are due this week also.  Please confirm with your group who will be on your boat and lock that in this week as well.  The fee for those of you attending the convention and not staying at the Blue Harbor Resort will be $25 per day (per couple) to cover breaks, etc. which are included in the daily rate for those staying at Blue Harbor.  
Standings
You can check the agent’s site for the current franchise standings as the February sales have been posted.  Some of this month’s top sellers included:

 

David Tenney (OC-AZ) - 2 fishermen to Roy’s Zancudo, 11 whitetail hunters to Heartland, 3 hog/turkey hunters to Ranger Creek, 6 hog hunters to Ranger Creek
 

John Green (OC-CO) - 2 buffalo hunters to Scenic Mesa and 3 bear hunters to Big Antler
 

Calvin Taylor (OC-OK) - 8 elk/deer combo hunters to Hidden Valley
Lodge Info.
Here is a great offer from Fred at Eagle Nest in Manitoba.  Many of us have fished Eagle Nest and if you are looking for a great place for yourself to experience a top notch Canada fishing trip and a lodge that OC has worked with for many years, this is it.  Eagle Nest is offering 25% commission on weekday packages only for 4 or more people booked in July, Aug and Sept.


------------
A reminder e-mail from Tracy Weyer at Hidden Valley:

Please send notice to all your agents....

Montana's deadline on elk and deer licenses is March 15 this week.

Make sure they contact any and all clients to make sure they have received license applications and have mailed those back in....

Here is an e-mail I received from Peter Ruddle of Zulu Afrika confirming the latest decision on lion hunting in South Africa:

Just to let you know that "Canned Lion Hunting" or captive bred lion hunting
as some like to call it, will be banned from 1 June 2007. In future all
captive bred Lions will have to be released 2 years prior to being hunted.
It is going to be interesting to see how this unfolds.

Regards, 
Peter & Lynne Ruddle
Zulu Afrika Safaris
Steve Ellenson (OC-MN) just had two groups of hunters return from their hog hunts at Ranger Creek.  Here are there reports:

I just heard from Dave-Leader of the first group.  He said that all in all, they had a great time and they want to go back next year with a group of up to 12.  He’d like to be one of the first groups in after deer season though.  He couldn’t believe the number of pigs they saw the last night, and admitted they just weren’t prepared to hunt all night as I had told them.  He’s happy, and looking forward to going again.
I just heard from Tom as they were leaving Ranger Creek this morning.  They booked for 10 spots next year.  Need I say more?  He said the full-on night hunt proved to be a bit challenging, but that it also what made it fun.  In all I think they took 14 hogs, and missed a couple more.  As usual, the food, lodging, and the people (especially Ranell’s Father) were wonderful.  I will be seeing him at a show this weekend and will get more details and hopefully some photos.
------------
Craig Baxter of Continental Divide Outfitters in Idaho just forwarded his remaining spots for this year:

Here are my remaining hunts for 07.  Would you please pass them along to the agents?
 

Bow Hunt Elk- 30 Aug to 6 Sept or 15 Sept to 21 Sept

I do have some flexibility for other dates in Sept.
Cost- $3,500.00 plus 9%tax

Lic.- $141.50, Tag- $372.50, Archery permit- $18.25

Bear Hunt- 2 Oct to 6 Oct

Cost- $2,500.00 plus 9% tax

Lic- $141.50, Tag- $151.75

Rifle Hunt Combo Elk/Deer-- 15 Oct to 21 Oct.  6 spots.

Rifle hunt Combo Elk/Deer-- 24 Oct to 30 Oct.  6 Spots

Cost- $4,500.00 plus 9% tax

Lic- $141.50, Tag $372.50
Rifle Hunt Elk-- 2 Nov to 8 Nov  3 spots

Cost $3,850.00 Plus 9% tax

Lic- $141.50, Tag $373.50

Have a great week!
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
