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Notes from the President

 January 8, 2007
OC Gets Ranked
After another great year of franchise growth and our international expansion, Outdoor Connection has been ranked by Entrepreneur Magazine as one of the Top 500 franchise companies worldwide.  Outdoor Connection is currently ranked at #443 overall and #3 in our category – Miscellaneous Recreation Businesses.  This ranking is a great honor and we hope to climb the ladder higher this year.  You can pick up the January issue of Entrepreneur to read more.  

Convention 2007

The 2007 OC Annual Convention has been set.  Here are the quick details for dates and location.  Look for your complete invitation next week once we return from the SHOT Show.

2007 Annual Outdoor Connection Convention

When:  July 25-29, 2007

Where: Sheboygan, Wisconsin

Blue Harbor Resort/Wolf Pack Adventures

www.blueharborresort.com
www.wolfpackadventures.com
New USA Travel Regulations
Remember that beginning January 23, 2007, all travelers moving in and out of the US will have to have passports (all franchise owners should have yours as of now) so you will have to remind your clients of this when they travel to or outside of the states.  Here is the link to the US State Dept. travel site:
http://www.state.gov/travelandbusiness/
2006 Survey Winners

Here is a list of the winners of $250 gift certificates toward future OC trips for submitting client surveys in 2006:
Allen Migliaccio – Vit Antonacci (NC)

Donald Hornbaker – Harold Eby (MD)

Chris Baker – Dave Powers (OH)
Larry Lock – Howard Gulick (KY)

In reading all of the surveys from 2006 I noticed that some of you are still sending out the old forms of the survey which says we draw for $100 gift certificates.  We changed this a year ago to four, $250 gift certificates.  All franchise owners should check and make sure you have the appropriate form to send out.  If you want to make sure you can download the form anytime from the agent’s site.

Welcome
Brian Knorr and Jason Pottorf
Castle Rock, Colorado
303-814-1552
bncknorr@comcast.net
Outfitter / Lodge Info
I have just completed discussions to add two new fishing lodges in Alaska to our system.  The two lodges are owned by the same person.  One is on the Kenai River, Sprucewood Lodge,  and will offer us a replacement for our loss of Hi Lo Charters.  The rates closely resemble Hi Lo and they have many different packages to choose from – some include daily fly-outs as well.  You can view this lodge at www.kenairiver.com  They will be paying a 15% commission for all trips booked to their Kenai operation.

Their second property, Nushagak River Lodge is located on the Nushagak River – a short float plane flight from Dillingham.  This fishery is very well known and is loaded with salmon.  It has some of the largest runs of salmon each year.  You can view this property at www.fishthenush.com  They will be paying 20% commission on trips booked here.  
We will inspect both this summer.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dave Powers (OH) just received the following report from his clients who just returned from Cortez Yacht Charters in Cabo San Lucas:

Marc:

I just heard back from my client, who fished at Cabo over Christmas.  Below are his remarks:

 David the trip was fantastic – we brought to the boat 10 striped marlins and actually hooked up w an additional 4; 14 total in 2 days quite a fishing day. Plus on day one we caught an additional 6 Dorado all good size. This was the best fishing we ever did and everything went off as planned.
SHOT Show

Tomorrow marks the start of the 2007 SHOT Show.  This year Outdoor Connection has a double corner booth and should be garnering plenty of attention.  Greg Ray will be presenting the OC TV promo video on flat screen TV’s which should bring many interested sponsors to the table.  Covering the booth this year for OC will be Greg Ray (OK), Larry Boll (WI), Jason Wisniewski (FL), Mark Reinert (ON) Tracey and I.  We look for it to be a great show as usual for OC.
Words from the VP
It's almost done!  Our new Outdoor Connection promo DVD should be ready by the time I return from SHOT.  I spoke with Paul Newsom this morning and they have all the raw footage loaded and are now going through the editing process.  We will have a 3 to 4 minute introduction of Outdoor Connection with voice over and footage, followed by approximately 12 minutes of footage we shot this year.  This should be a great tool for all of us to promote Outdoor Connection.  
 

I know everyone will want to know the cost of the DVD's.  As soon as the master copy is completed we will get it to our distributor and find out what cost will be and start taking orders at that point.
 

 Don't forget now is the BEST time to follow up with any current clients that have not rebooked for 2007.  I sent out my new catalogs 10 days ago and one customer already called back and booked 15 upland hunters into the Flying B and another booked two mule deer hunts to Porcupine Adventures.  If you read the notes from a couple of weeks ago you saw that the corporate group that went to Ranger Creek had a great time; some of the individuals in the group had such a great time they are now booking their own hunts through Outdoor Connection.  (I guess you can call that double dipping.)
 

Let's make 2007 a record year for Outdoor Connection.

Greg
That is it for this week.  Claudia will be in the office daily, Wednesday through Friday from 9 am – 5 pm.  She will be in contact with Tracey and me numerous times a day.
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
